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SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION GOALS

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school
district that encompass the Minnesota Graduation Standards and the federal No Child
Left Behind Act and Goals 2000.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
It is the policy of the school district to establish learner results toward which all learning
in the school district should be directed and for which all school district learners should
be held accountable.

III.

IV.

DEFINITIONS
A.

“Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable
students to meet state and district academic standards and graduation
requirements.

B.

“Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for
providing students learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge and
skills.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE GOALS

A.

All students will be required to demonstrate essential skills to effectively
participate in lifelong learning.* These skills include:
[*Note: The criteria for acceptable performance in basic skills areas may
need to be modified for students with unique learning needs. These
modifications will be reflected in the Individualized Education Program
(IEP) or Section 504 Accommodation plan.]
1.

reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing in the English language;

2.

mathematical and scientific concepts;

3.

locating, organizing, communicating and evaluating information and
developing methods of inquiry (i.e. problem solving);

4.

creative and critical thinking, decision making and study skills;
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B.

5.

work readiness skills;

6.

global and cultural understanding.

Each student will have the opportunity and will be expected to develop and apply
essential knowledge that enables that student to:
1.

live as a responsible, productive citizen and consumer within local, state,
national and global political, social, and economic systems;

2.

bring many perspectives, including historical, to contemporary issues;

3.

develop an appreciation and respect for democratic institutions;

4.

communicate and relate effectively in languages and with cultures other
than the student’s own;

5.

practice stewardship of the land, natural resources and environment;

6.

use a variety of tools and technology to gather and use information,
enhance learning, solve problems, and increase human productivity.

C.

Students will have the opportunity to develop creativity and self-expression
through visual and verbal images, music, literature, world languages, movement
and the performing arts.

D.

School practices and instruction will be directed toward developing within each
student a positive self-image and a sense of personal responsibility for:

E.

1.

establishing and achieving personal and career goals;

2.

adapting to change;

3.

leading a healthy and fulfilling life, both physically and mentally;

4.

living a life that will contribute to the well-being of society;

5.

becoming a self-directed learner;

6.

exercising ethical behavior.

Students will be given the opportunity to acquire human relations skills necessary
to:
1.

appreciate,
understand,
interdependence;

2.

address human problems through team effort;

3.

resolve conflicts with and among others;

4.

promote a multicultural, gender-fair, disability-sensitive society.
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and
improvement of the school curriculum.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and
objectives of the education program of the school district.

III.

RESPONSIBILITY
A.

The School Director shall be responsible for curriculum development and
for determining the most effective way of conducting research on the
school district’s curriculum needs and establishing a long range curriculum
development program. Timelines shall be determined by the School
Director that will provide for periodic reviews of each curriculum area.

B.

A district curriculum committee shall provide assistance to the School
Director. The advisory committee membership shall be a reflection of the
community and, to the extent possible, shall reflect the diversity of the
district and its learning sites, and shall include parent, teacher, support
staff, student, community residents and administration representation.

C.

Within the ongoing process of curriculum development, the following
needs shall be addressed:
1.

Provide for articulation of courses of study from kindergarten
through grade twelve.

2.

Identify minimum objectives for each course and at each
elementary grade level.

3.

Provide for continuing evaluation of programs for the purpose of
attaining school district objectives.

4.

Provide a program for ongoing monitoring of student progress.
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5.

Provide for specific, particular and special needs of all members of
the student community.

6.

Integrate required and elective course standards in the scope and
sequence of the district curriculum.

7.

Meet all requirements of the Minnesota Department of Education
and the No Child Left Behind Act.

D.

It shall be the responsibility of the School Director to keep the school
board informed of all state-mandated curriculum changes, as well as
recommended discretionary changes and to periodically present
recommended modifications for school board review and approval.

E.

The School Director shall have discretionary authority to develop
guidelines and directives to implement school board policy relating to
curriculum development.
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INSTRUCTIONAL CURRICULUM

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide for the development of course offerings
for students.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A.

Instruction must be provided in at least the following subject areas:
1.

Language arts and basic communication skills including reading
and writing, literature, and fine arts;

2.

Mathematics and science;

3.

Social studies, including
government, and citizenship;

4.

Health and physical education;

5.

The arts;

6.

Vocational and technical education; and

7.

World languages.

history,

geography,

economics,

B.

The basic instructional program shall include all courses required for each
grade level by the Minnesota Department of Education and all courses
required in all elective subject areas. The instructional approach will be
nonsexist and multicultural.

C.

Elementary and middle schools shall offer at least three, and require at
least two, of the following four art areas: dance, music, theater, and visual
arts. High schools shall offer at least three, and require at least one, of
the following five art areas: media arts, dance, music, theater, and visual
arts.

D.

The school board, at its discretion, may offer additional courses in the
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instructional program at any grade level.
E.

Each instructional program shall be planned for optimal benefit taking into
consideration the financial condition of the school district and other
relevant factors. Each program plan should contain goals and objectives,
materials, minimum student competency levels, and methods for student
evaluation.

F.

The School Director shall have discretionary authority to develop
guidelines and directives to implement school board policy relating to
instructional curriculum.
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ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to recognize the need for alternative education
programs for some school district students.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The school board recognizes the importance of alternative program options for
some students. Circumstances may be such that some students are put at risk
of being able to continue or to complete their education programs. It is the policy
of the school board that options shall be made available for some students to
select educational alternatives that will enhance their opportunity to complete
their education programs, recognizing that some students may become
successful learners if given an opportunity to learn in a different environment and
through a different learning style.

III.

RESPONSIBILITY
A.

It shall be the responsibility of the School Director to identify alternative
program opportunities to be made available to students who may be at
risk, to recommend such alternative programs to the school board for
approval, and to familiarize students and parents with the availability of
such alternative programs. The superintendent shall, through cooperative
efforts with other schools, agencies and organizations, periodically
recommend additional or modified alternative educational programs to the
school board.

B.

The School Director shall have discretionary authority to develop
guidelines and directives to implement school board policy relating to
alternative programs.
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TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for selection of textbooks and
instructional materials.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The school board recognizes that selection of textbooks and instructional
materials is a vital component of the school district’s curriculum. The school
board also recognizes that it has the authority to make final decisions on
selection of all textbooks and instructional materials.

III.

RESPONSIBILITY OF SELECTION
A.

While the school board retains its authority to make final decisions on the
selection of textbooks and instructional materials, the school board
recognizes the expertise of the professional staff and the vital need of
such staff to be primarily involved in the recommendation of textbooks and
instructional materials. Accordingly, the school board delegates to the
School Director and the Curriculum Committee the responsibility to direct
the professional staff in formulating recommendations to the school board
on textbooks and other instructional materials.

B.

In reviewing textbooks and instructional materials during the selection
process, the professional staff shall select materials which:
1.

support the goals and objectives of the education programs;

2.

consider the needs, age, and maturity of students;

3.

foster respect and appreciation for cultural diversity and varied
opinion;

4.

fit within the constraints of the school district budget;

5.

are in the English language.
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pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 124D.61;

C.

IV.

V.

6.

permit grade-level instruction for students to read and study
America’s founding documents, including documents that
contributed to the foundation or maintenance of America’s
representative form of limited government, the Bill of Rights, our
free-market economic system, and patriotism; and

7.

do not censor or restrain instruction in American or Minnesota state
history or heritage based on religious references in original source
documents, writings, speeches, proclamations, or records.

The School Director shall be responsible for developing procedures and
guidelines to establish an orderly process for the review and
recommendation of textbooks and other instructional materials by the
professional staff.
Such procedures and guidelines shall provide
opportunity for input and consideration of the views of students, parents,
and other interested members of the school district community. This
procedure shall be coordinated with the school district’s curriculum
development effort and may utilize advisory committees.

SELECTION OF TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
A.

The School Director shall be responsible for keeping the school board
informed of progress on the part of staff and others involved in the
textbook and other instructional materials review and selection process.

B.

The School Director and Curriculum Committee shall present a
recommendation to the school board on the selection of textbooks and
other instructional materials after completion of the review process as
outlined in this policy.

RECONSIDERATION
MATERIALS

OF

TEXTBOOKS

OR

OTHER

INSTRUCTIONAL

A.

The school board recognizes differences of opinion on the part of some
members of the school district community relating to certain areas of the
instruction program. Interested persons may request an opportunity to
review materials and submit a request for reconsideration of the use of
certain textbooks or instructional materials.

B.

The School Director shall be responsible for the development of guidelines
and procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration
of textbooks or other instructional materials.

C.

The School Director shall present a procedure to the school board for
review and approval regarding reconsideration of textbooks or other
instructional materials. When approved by the school board, such
procedure shall be an addendum to this policy.
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INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES – SPECIAL EDUCATION

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to set forth the position of the school board on the
need to provide special educational services to students who qualify for such
services in the school.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The school board recognizes that some students need special education and
further recognizes its responsibility to provide a free appropriate public education
and delivery system for students in need of special education.

III.

RESPONSIBILITIES
A.

The school board accepts its responsibility to identify, evaluate, and
provide special education and related services for disabled children who
are properly the responsibility of the school and who meet the criteria to
qualify for special education and related services as set forth in state and
federal law.

B.

The school shall ensure that all qualified disabled children are provided
special education and related services which are appropriate to their
educational needs.

C.

When such services require or result from interagency cooperation, the
school shall participate in such interagency activities in compliance with
applicable state and federal law.
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RELIGION

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to identify the status of religion as it pertains to the
programs of the school district.

II.

III.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A.

The school is nonsectarian in its operations.

B.

The school shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief or
nonbelief.

C.

The school district shall neither promote nor disparage any religious belief
or nonbelief. Instead, the school district encourages all students and
employees to have appreciation for and tolerance of each other’s views.

D.

The school district also recognizes that religion has had and is having a
significant role in the social, cultural, political, and historical development
of civilization.

E.

The school district recognizes that one of its educational objectives is to
increase its students’ knowledge and appreciation of music, art, drama,
and literature which may have had a religious basis or origin as well as a
secular importance.

F.

The school district supports the inclusion of religious music, art, drama,
and literature in the curriculum and in school activities provided it is
intrinsic to the learning experience and is presented in an objective
manner without sectarian indoctrination.

G.

The historical and contemporary values and the origin of various religions,
holidays, customs and beliefs may be explained in an unbiased and
nonsectarian manner.

RESPONSIBILITY
A.

It shall be the responsibility of the director to ensure that the
accommodation of religious practices and study of religious materials,
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customs, and beliefs in the school is consistent with the U.S. Constitution,
amend. I, as interpreted by the United States Supreme Court in its
decisions including Abington v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963) and
Lemon v. Kurtzman, 403 U.S. 602 (1971) and is in keeping with the
following guidelines:

B.

1.

The proposed activity must have a secular purpose.

2.

The primary objective of the activity must be one that neither
advances nor inhibits religion.

3.

The activity must not foster excessive governmental relationships
with religion.

4.

Notwithstanding the foregoing guidelines, reasonable efforts will be
made to accommodate any student who wishes to be excused from
attendance at school for the purpose of religious instruction or
observance of religious holidays.

The School Director is granted authority to develop and present for school
board review and approval directives and guidelines for the purpose of
providing further guidance relative to the teaching of materials related to
religion. Approved directives and guidelines shall be attached as an
addendum to this policy.
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FIELD TRIPS

I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for student trips and to identify
the general process to be followed for review and approval of trip requests.

II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
It is the general expectation of the school board that all student trips will be well
planned, conducted in an orderly manner and safe environment, and will relate
directly to the objectives of the class or activity for which the trip is requested.
Student trips will be categorized within three general areas:
A.

Instructional Trips
Trips that take place during the school day, relate directly to a course of
study, and require student participation shall fall in this category. These
trips shall be subject to review and approval of the School Director, and
shall be financed by school district funds within the constraints of the
school building budget. Fees may not be assessed against students to
defray direct costs of instructional trips. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.37, Prohibited
Fees)

B.

Supplementary Trips
This category pertains to those trips in which students voluntarily
participate and which usually take place outside the regular school day.
Examples of trips in this category involve student activities, clubs, and
other special interest groups. These trips are subject to review and
approval of the activities director and/or the School Director. Financial
contributions by students may be requested. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.36,
Authorized Fees)

C.

Extended Trips
1.

Trips that involve one or more overnight stops fall into this category.
Extended trips may be instructional or supplementary, and must be
requested well in advance of the planned activity. An extended trip
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request form must be completed and approved at each level:
student, School Director, and school board. Exceptions to the
approval policy may be granted or expedited to accommodate
emergencies or contingencies (e.g. tournament competition).
2.

III.

IV.

The school board acknowledges and supports the efforts of booster
clubs and similar organizations in providing extended trip
opportunities for students.

REGULATIONS
A.

Rules of conduct and discipline for students and employees shall apply to
all student trip activity.

B.

The school administration shall be responsible for providing more detailed
procedures, including parental involvement, supervision, and such other
factors deemed important and in the best interest of students.

C.

Transportation shall be furnished through a commercial carrier or schoolowned vehicle. In the event a private vehicle is approved for use, a
certificate of insurance must be on file in the school district office.

SCHOOL BOARD REVIEW
The School Director shall at least annually report to the school board upon the
utilization of trips under this policy.

Adopted September, 2008

Pol. 610

Page 2 of 2

Adopted: September 2008
Revised:

612.1 DEVELOPMENT OF PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICIES FOR TITLE I
PROGRAMS
[Note: This policy reflects recent federal statutory changes which require school
districts and schools to meet with parents and jointly develop parental
involvement policies at both a district wide and school building level. This policy
lists the required components of the parental involvement policies described
herein and serves as a framework for their development. The policies and these
components are mandatory in order for the school district to receive federal funds
under this program.]
I.

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to encourage and facilitate involvement by parents
of students participating in Title I in the educational programs and experiences of
students. The policy shall provide the framework for organized, systematic,
ongoing, informed and timely parental involvement in relation to decisions about
the Title I services within the school district. The involvement of parents by the
school district shall be directed toward both public or private school children
whose parents are school district residents or whose children attend school
within the boundaries of the school district.

II.

III.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A.

It is the policy of the school district to plan and implement, with meaningful
consultation with parents of participating children, programs, activities and
procedures for the involvement of those parents in its Title I programs.

B.

It is the policy of the school district to fully comply with 20 U.S.C. § 6318
which requires the school district to develop jointly with, agree upon with,
and distribute to parents of children participating in Title I programs written
parental involvement policies.

DEVELOPMENT OF DISTRICT LEVEL POLICY
The school board will direct the administration to develop jointly with, agree upon
with, and distribute to, parents of participating children a written parental
involvement policy that will be incorporated into the school district’s Title I plan.
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The policy will establish the expectations for parental involvement and describe
how the school district will:

IV.

A.

Involve parents in the joint development of the school district’s Title I plan
and the process of school review and improvement;

B.

Provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support
necessary to assist schools in planning and implementing effective
parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement
and school performance;

C.

Build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement;

D.

Coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies with similar
strategies under other programs, such as Head Start, Early Reading First,
Even Start, the Parents as Teachers Program, the Home Instruction
Program for Preschool Youngsters, and state-administered preschool
programs;

E.

Conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the
content and effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving
the academic quality of the schools served, including identifying barriers to
greater participation by parents, and, particularly, with parents who are
economically disadvantaged, disabled, have limited literacy or English
proficiency, or who are of a racial or ethnic minority;

F.

Use the findings of such evaluations to design strategies for more effective
parental involvement and to revise, if necessary, the district-level and
school-level parental involvement policies; and

G.

Involve parents in the activities of the schools.

DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOL LEVEL POLICY
The school board will direct the administration of each school to develop (or
amend an existing parental involvement policy) jointly with, and distribute to,
parents of participating children a written parental involvement policy, agreed
upon by such parents, that shall describe the means for carrying out the federal
requirements of parental involvement.
A.

The policy will describe the means by which each school with a Title I
program will:
1.

Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all
parents of participating children shall be invited and encouraged to
attend, to inform parents of their school’s participation in Title I
programs, and to explain to parents of participating children the
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program, its requirements, and their right to be involved;

B.

2.

Offer a flexible number of meetings, transportation, child care, or
home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement;

3.

Involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the
planning, review, and improvement of the parental involvement
programs, including the school parental involvement policy and the
joint development of the school-wide program plan, unless the
school already has a program for involving parents in the planning
and design of its programs that would adequately involve parents of
participating children;

4.

Provide parents of participating children with: timely information
about Title I programs; if requested by parents, opportunities for
regular meetings to formulate suggestions, share experiences with
other parents and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions
relating to their child’s education; and to respond to any such
suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and

5.

If the school-wide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of
participating children, submit any parent’s comments on the plan
when it is submitted to the school district.

As a component of this policy, each school shall jointly develop with
parents a school/parent compact which outlines how parents, staff, and
students will share the responsibility for improved student academic
achievement and the means by which the school and parents will build
and develop a partnership to help children achieve the state’s high
standards. The compact shall:
1.

Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality
curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning
environment that enables participating students to meet state
student academic achievement standards;

2.

Describe the ways each parent will be responsible for supporting
his or her child’s learning by monitoring school attendance and
homework completion, monitoring television watching, volunteering
in his or her child’s classroom, and participating, as appropriate, in
decisions relating to his or her child’s education and use of
extracurricular time.

3.

Address the importance of communication between teachers and
parents on an on-going basis through the use of:
a.
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and the child’s achievement;

C.

D.

b.

Frequent progress reports to the parents; and

c.

Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer,
participate in the child’s class, and observe in the child’s
classroom.

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership
among the school, parents, and community to improve student academic
achievement, the policy will describe how each school and the school
district will:
1.

Provide assistance to participating parents in understanding such
topics as the state’s academic content standards and state
academic achievement standards, state and local academic
assessments, Title I requirements, and how to monitor a child’s
progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of
their children;

2.

Provide materials and training to assist parents in working with their
children to improve their children’s achievement, including
coordinating necessary literacy training and using technology, as
appropriate, to foster parental involvement;

3.

Educate school staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value
and utility of contributions of parents and in how to reach out to,
communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners,
implement and coordinate parent programs, and build ties between
parents and school;

4.

Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and
activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even
Start, the Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the
Parents as Teachers Program, public preschool programs, and
other programs, to the extent feasible and appropriate;

5.

Ensure, to the extent practicable, that information about school and
parent meetings, programs, and activities is sent home in a format
and in a language the parents can understand; and

6.

Provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement
activities as requested by parents.

The policy will also describe the process to be taken if the school district
and school choose to:

Adopted September, 2008

Pol. 612.1

Page 4 of 5

1.

Involve parents in the development of training for school staff to
improve the effectiveness of such training;

2.

Provide necessary literacy training with funds received under Title I
programs if all other funding has been exhausted;

3.

Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental
involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs,
to enable parents to participate in meetings and training sessions;

4.

Train and support parents to enhance the involvement of other
parents;

5.

Arrange meetings at a variety of times or have in-home
conferences between teachers or other educators, who work
directly with participating children, and parents who are unable to
attend such conferences at school in order to maximize parental
opportunities for involvement and participation in school-related
activities;

6.

Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental
involvement;

7.

Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and
business in parental involvement activities; and

8.

Establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice
on all matters related to parental involvement in Title I programs.

E.

To carry out the requirements of parental involvement, the school district
and schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents
with limited English proficiency or with disabilities, including providing
information and school profiles in a language and form that is
understandable by the parents.

F.

The school district and each school shall assist parents and parent
organizations by informing such parents and parent organizations of the
existence and purpose of such centers.

The policies will be updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents
and the school.
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